kg King County

WHAT |S CUMATE ACTION
CLIMATE CHANGE?

WHAT’S THE PROBLEM?

Greenhouse gases (GHG) are gases in
the atmosphere that trap heat. Some of
the most important GHGs are carbon dioxide INCSI\TEIESY
(CO3), methane (CHy), and nitrous oxide (N,O).

TRAPPED
Human activities, particularly those that involve ENERGY
burning fossil fuels, are putting excess GHGs in the

earth’s atmosphere. This imbalance is causing global
temperatures to rise and ocean chemistry to change.
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Q WHAT IS HAPPENING ON A GLOBAL SCALE?
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* WHERE DO GREENHOUSE GASES (GHG) COME FROM IN KING COUNTY

Most of the GHGs emitted in King County come from transportation and
energy use. Purchased goods and services also have GHG emissions
associated with them before they reach the consumer. The chart accounts for
all GHGs created from goods and services, from production, to transportation,
to sale, usage and disposal.
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FOOD produces GHGs
based on what, how and
where it was grown
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GOODS such as
clothing and
electronics

TOTAL
58.2 Million
Metric Tons
of CO,e

HOMES AND BUILDINGS

such as energy use for
heating and lighting
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TRANSPORTATION

° .
18% such as air and car travel

C%SERVICES

such as healthcare
Note: This chart shows GHGs associated with all residential, business and government spending

and consumption based on data from 2015.

* WHAT CHANGES HAVE WE SEEN IN OUR REGION?
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https://www.kingcounty.gov/services/environment/climate.aspx

